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Gujarat Technological University: 
Gujarat Technological University is relatively a new technology University established in 
the year 2007 by the Government of Gujarat vide Gujarat Act No. 20/2007. The University 
caters to the entire field of Engineering, Pharmacy, Business & Management Studies and 
Computer Applications in Gujarat State. Today, the University has more than 4, 00,000 
students, a large number of Master’s Programs and a robust Doctoral Program. It has 
480+ Colleges affiliated to it. Today it is the largest University of Gujarat. GTU offers an 
ideal modern educational infrastructure that offers a space not only for the 
administrative work of the university but also space to conduct workshops and 
conferences with all the modern amenities. The University will also offer a Research 
laboratory building and PG Research Centres building very soon. GTU wishes that its 
graduates should be able to build a new India, which would stand for a more harmonious 
and more humane world, with a better quality of life for all.  
 
A Pilot Study of Model Villages for Sustainable Development:  
 
The central government’s “Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana” (Parliamentarian’s Model Village 
Scheme) was formally inaugurated by the Prime Minister on 11th October 2014. Under 
the Scheme, the target is for each MP (Member of Parliament) to adopt at least one village 
and develop it into a model village by 2016. The longer-term target is for each MP to 
develop at least 2 model villages by the next Lok Sabha elections in 2019. The proposed 
“Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana” of the Central Government aims to involve MPs more 
directly in the development of model villages. By adopting a village (s) under this 
initiative, an MP has the opportunity to directly benefit all sections of a village community 
in an integrated, efficient and participatory fashion.  
 
The idea of an “Adarsh Gram” or model village has been explored earlier as well, most 
notably through the Pradhanmantri Adarsh Gram Yojana, launched by the Central 
Government in 2009 - 10. The scheme was implemented in pilot mode in 1000 villages of 
Assam, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu. Additionally, State 
governments have also taken steps in this direction. Himachal Pradesh launched a 
Mukhya Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana along similar lines in 2011.  

In the same line, Gujarat Technological University has also initiated a pilot study of model 

villages starting with the model villages located in Gujarat. The main aim was to find out 

the villages which are already developed or still developing which are falling short of 

becoming a model village. 

The model village project has the same objectives that of “Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana”.  
 To prevent distress migration from rural to urban areas, which is a common 

phenomenon in India’s villages due to lack of opportunities and facilities that 
guarantee a decent standard of living.  

 To make the model village a “hub” that could attract resources for the 
development of other villages in its vicinity.  

 To provide easier, faster and cheaper access to urban markets for agricultural 
produce or other marketable commodities produced in such villages.  

 To contribute towards social empowerment by engaging all sections of the 
community in the task of village development.  

 To Create and sustain a culture of cooperative living for inclusive and rapid 
development.  

 



Aim of the visit:  
We visited Dharmaj village, Anand, Gujarat to understand how the village has been 

transformed in all these years. The main aim behind the visit was to get an insight of how 

the Gram Sarpanch, has transformed and revamped the village and what are the next 

reforms he is looking for his village in the near future. 

Excerpts from the meeting: 

About Dharmaj: Dharmaj is a village located in Petlad Taluka of Anand District. It is 

located at 28 km towards west from district headquarters Anand and 105 km from state 

capital Gandhinagar. Dharmaj pin code is 388430 and postal head office is Dharmaj. Jogan 

(3 km), Virsad (3 km), Kaniya (3 km), Ranoli (3 km), Sundarana (4 km) are the nearby 

villages to Dharmaj. Dharmaj is surrounded by Petlad Taluka towards North, Khambhat 

Taluka towards South, Tarapur Taluka towards West and Sojitra Taluka towards East. It 

has a population of 10896 (Census 2011). Total 2770 families are residing in the village. 

The village is spread in the 1448-93-59 hectares. Tobacco, Banana and Rice are the major 

crops grown by Dharmaj people. Average rainfall of the village is 25 to 30 inches. The 

main characteristic of the village is that from each family, the members are residing in the 

foreign countries. 

Basic public amenities in the village: 

- Water House since 1942 

- Underground Drainage System pumping station since 1972 

- Public Toilet Blocks , library ,peonroom since 1963 

- Hospitals (orthopedic,children,eye,dental etc) 

- Schools(primary, secondary and higher secondary) 

- Colleges (enginnering , pharmacy , ITI etc.) 

- Community Hall and garden since 1957 

- All Weather Roads 

- Street Lights  

- Cremation Ground 

- Vegetable Market and Shops 

- Ambulance since 1976 

- Bus Stand 

- Suraj Ba fun world and boating facility. 

- Bus stand water cooler room 

- Generator set 65kv 

- Well maintaiend street light 

- Gauchar development yojana 

- Mahindra tractor for gauchar & waste collection since 1989 

- Dharmshala on station since 1925 

- Godowns for storage since 1991 

- Guest houses in panchayat bhavan since 1984 

 

 

 

 



Drinking Water: 

There is the R.O.Water treatment plant so that all village dwellers have clean and mineral 

water on their tap readily available. 

Figure 1. R.O.water treatment plant 

 

Drainage System: 

There is underground drainage system in the entire village. This sewage water is 

collected in the well from where it is pumped to the elevated tank to get the sufficient 

head. The heavy solid and liquid waste is allowed to settle down in the well where it is 

stored. This water is allowed to irrigate the barren land of the village to grow the grass 

which can be used as fodder for the domestic animals. This grass is sold to the needy at 

the low cost of Rs. 16 per kg. This helps in generating the extra income for the village. 

 

  

Figure 2 . Drainage system 



ROADS IN DHARMAJ:  

There are clean and well maintained road in dharmaj as in urban areas.  

 

Figure 3 . ROADS 

Bank facilities   

There are following banks in the village: 

 Dena Bank    

 Bank of Baroda 

 Bank of India  

 State Bank of India 

 Central Bank of India 

 Punjab National Bank 

 Allahabad Bank 

 Corporation Bank 

 Canara Bank 

 Indusind Bank 

 ICICI Bank 

 HDFC Bank 

The main feature to be considerd is that they have their own bank ‘DHARMAJ PEOPLE 

CO.OPERATIVE BANK LIMITED’ In which around 800 Carore rupees are deposited. 

 

Figure 4 . Dharmaj cooperative bank limited 

 

 

 



Panchayat house: 

Panchayat bhavan in dharmaj village is well maintained, clean and facilitated with 

sophisticated technology. All the panchayat computers have internet connectivity 

through wifi facility.  

  

Figure 5. panchyat gruh , dharmaj with available wifi facility. 

 

Health Facilities: 

 BC Until 1989, the state owned hospital district has a hospital and community health 
center status today. Which is administered by the Health and Family Welfare Department 
of the state government. 

 Jan. 24.03.1964 CJ (Phijivala) arogyabhavana (TB hospital)  
 In 1990-91 R. R. Patel Cancer Hospital (Ayurveda)  
 Shree Jalaram Temple powered medical and other service activities (Shree Jalaram eye 

hospital-1992)  
 Advanced pheko machine operation - In the year 300 to 350 cataract operations totally 

free of charge.  

 
 Kantibhai Goradhanabhai Patel - Glukoma Research Centre (2009) Advanced Research 

center to investigate the deadly disease and the treatment of glucoma eye.  



 Sharda Maternity and General Hospital (2004). Generous charity running Dharmaj 
Society of London in 2004, the Super Specialty Hospital.  

 Prabhulila physiotherapy center (2002) bone after surgery and advanced physiotherapy 
center with all the necessary tools for other types of diseases.  

 Pushpadeep Children Hospital (for neonatal care) available to treat it decreases the 
proportion of young children newborn death.   

 Cardiac van (In 2003) advanced the van like the go ICU. In the immediate vicinity of the 
service delivered to the hospital with a heart patient is safe from death. 
 

 

Figure 6 Pushpdip CHILDREN HOSPITAL 

 

 
Figure 7. EYE HOSPITAL 

                                                                                                   

Education Facility: 
 There is separate Government Primary School for Boys and Girls. 

 There is a school run by Dharmaj Kelavani Mandal for LKG to 12th STD in both medium 

(English & Gujarati).  

 There are all three stream like arts, commerce and science available for higher secondary 

education. 



 Dharmaj village possessed professional courses like ITI, Pharmacy, Diploma and Degree 

Engineering, MBA, Bed. 

 E-library consist more than 3000 eBooks. 

 There is also e-Bio lab at primary level which provide knowledge about different trees. 

 

  

Figure 8 .PRIMARY SCHOOL                                   Figure 8 : ITI college , Dharmaj 

 

Electricity Facilities: 

 Gram Panchayat has 45 KW diesel generator for emergency purpose. 

 All Street lights works on Solar Energy. 

 E-library works on Solar Energy In which 3000 e-books are available . 

 All building use energy efficient devices. 

 

E-gram, E-tax & E-account: 

 Dharmaj village have its own website. 

 They are connected to each other through Facebook page and Twitter account. 

 Panchayat having online facility for electricity bill and tax so that transparent and easy 

transaction can be done. 

 E-account facility useful for deposit and withdraw money.  

 Panchayat having all software copyrights of their own software made for collecting tax , 

electricity bill and all other panchayat data record . 

 

Sources of income in DHARMAJ panchyat 
 HOME TAX 
 NEW WATER CONNECTION 
 NEW DRAINAGE CONNECTION 
 WATER TAX 
 RAOD TAX 
 GENERATOR RENT 
 MARKET RENT 
 GODOWN RENT 
 GAUCHAR INCOME 
 SURAJBA PARK INCOME 
 FISH UDHYOG 
 GRANT FROM MINISTERS 
 T.D.O/D.O GRANT 
 DONATION 



Special Characteristics of the Village: 

The people of Dharmaj celebrate 12th January as DHARMAJ ANNUAL DAY. On this day, 

the persons of the village who had contributed to the society for its development in the 

nation as well as in the abroad are awarded with the “DHARMAJ RATNA” or “DHARMAJ 

GAURAV”. 

 

Glimpse of Dharmaj: 

 Physical Infra-Structural  

                                          

   

             Figure 9.WATER TANK                                    Figure 10.VYAYAM GHAR 

                                   

 

Figure 11.HOSTEL                                                                                          Figure 12. GARDEN 

 

 



Socio-Cultural Facilities 

 

     Figure 13.VILLAGE POND                                                             Figure 14.VYAYAM GHAR 

 

                      

 Figure 15.SCHOOL PLAY GROUND 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL FACILITIES: 

     

 

 

Figure 16.CLOCK TOWER 

         



 

Figure 17. DUSTBIN 

HEALTH FACILITIES 

 

Figure 18. PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC 

 

Figure 19. ORTHOPADIC HOSPITAL 



 

Figure 20.DENTAL HOSPITAL 

 

 

Figure 21.AMBULANCE 



 

Figure 22.GLUCOMA RESEARCH CENTER 

 

POND AND FUN WORLD: 

 

 

 


